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tators. After this, the first class, whose last night that
was to spend in a Cadets' encampment, all sang songs
appropriate to the occasion. Early the next morning
(yesterday) we marched into barracks where we now are
comfortably situated.

"You certainly misunderstood me with regard to your
mother. Although I should feel highly honored did she
condescend to notice me, still, I am fully aware how
slight are my claims to her regard and how many
troubles and cares she must experience since you and
Abba have left home.1 Very often I feel my insignifi-
cance and inability to repay the many kindnesses and
favors received at her hands and those of her family.
Time and absence serve to strengthen the claims and
to increase my affection and love and gratitude to those
who took me early under their care and conferred the
same advantages as they did upon their own children.
Although I have rarely spoken of it still I assure you
that I have always felt sincerely and deeply grateful,
and hope that some event may occur to test it. Indeed
I often feel that your father and mother have usurped
the place which nature has allotted to parents alone,
and that their children [hold] those of brothers and
sisters, with regard to myself. . . ."

"MILITABY ACADEMY,
"WEST POINT, N. Y., November 1, 1839.
" I have been intending for some time to write to you
for the purpose of acknowledging the reception of

1 This letter and others in the two years immediately following
were addressed to Miss Ewing at the Academy of the Visitation,
Georgetown, D, C.nent
